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DC COMICS ENC. 
656 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10103. 


PAT CALDON Controler 


Dear Squad, 

When I heard about plans for The 
Janus Directive crossover series, I 
was skeptical. The multiple title cross- 
over series idea, which also some- 
times involves a separate mini-series, 
has been done to death lately, eape- 
cially by DC and Marvel. After being 
very bored by MILLENNIUM I've 
come to ignore these crossovers, or at 
least the mini-series. I've decided not 
to buy issues of books Idon’tnormally 
buy, unless it looks interesting on its 
own. With The Janus Directive I got 
lucky. It’snota story sweeping the DC 
line, and so when [heard which books 
would be involved I found out that of 
the 11 parts only one was a book I 
don't buy regularly—that’s FIRE- 
STORM (#86)}—but I have bought the 
book in the past, and don’t mind 
buying one extra issue. So when 
you're planning these crossovers in 
the future, it would be nice to see this 
sort of thing happen. Part of the 
reason I buy the other books is that 
they ure interrelated in some ways. A 
crossover was inevitable. 

So far The Janus Directivelias been 
interesting. Someone is trying to play 
government agencies against each 
other, and shortly after a presidential 
election, too, when some branches are 
undergoing changes. It’s a good time 
to strike. The wild goose chase fits the 
theme of SUICIDE SQUAD and 
helped introduce the Force of July to 


capable field leader in 
any doubters should be convinced. 
The panned matchups didn’t all 
occur, and this showed in the battles 
that the Squad won or lost. 

As for Checkmate and 
Peacemaker’s attack on Eiling and 
Megala, I have a question: was that 
Babylon on the balcony? Is he dead, 
or did he survive like Eiling? Ihopehe 
made it, since he’s one of the best 
supporting characters in comics, and 
I feel CAPTAIN ATOM would suffer 
from his loss. 

Stephen Cade 

339 12 Avenue NW 
Calgary, Alberta 
Canada 

As youhave seen by now, yes, itwas 
Babylon and no, he’s not dead. 


Dear Bob, 

i must admit that I'm totally mysti- 
fied as to where The Janus Directiveis 
heading. I suspect that the Wall isn't 
at all what she seems. Her actions in 


‘SS #27 suggest that she’s playing her 
own game instead of the govern- 
ment’s. Ab, well, I guess I'll just have 
to wait and see. 

I hope the fact that SUICIDE 
SQUAD went bi-weekly means that it 
is pppular. Will there be an annual 
this year? 

As you've used a lot of Outsiders’ 
enemies—the Force of July, the 
People’s Heroes—would you consider 
bringing back Katana or Black Light- 
ning to join the Squad? I feel that 
they'd both fit in. Another request: 
how about getting Manhunter, 
‘Nemesis, and Nightshade back? I 
really miss them. 

Gordon A. Craig 
Lennoxville, Quebec 
Canada 

As oe ore can see, Nightshade has 
tried to distance herself from the 
Squad but circumstances keep them 
together. Manhunter has put his dis~ 
tance from the team-and Nemesis is 
out there somewhere, no doubt ready 
to pop up when least expected. No 
plans yet for Katana or Black Light- 
ning, either here or in any other title. 

Given all the work required to 
produce our bi-weekly effort, we have 
no plans for an Annual this year. 
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entertain- 
ing. I was worried when I heard Luke 
was leaving the book, but I was also 
sure Bob Greenberger would find a 
suitable replacement. I was right. 
John K. Snyder, besides having a 
long name, is a solid penciller. 

The Janus Directive is exactly the 
kind of story the Squad is geared 
toward. Thanks to John Ostrander for 
ridding DC of more deadwood by 
having the Squad kick the tar out of 
the Force of July. They were growing 
awfully lame. My favorite part of the 
battle was page 14; now, there issome 
tension. 

Of the new members, Count Vertigo 
seems the most interesting and effec- 
tive. How about showing us a more 
battle-worthy Captain Boomerang. 
He hes gotta be tougher than page 16 
showed. Speaking of that page, 
Ravan is too cool, Since Dr. Light 
nailed Sparkler, does this mean he 
will try for the Titans again? For his 
sake, I hope not. 

John and Bob, Iappreciate your col- 
laborative efforts on this, my favorite 
comic book. 

Scott R. Pyle 
502 Griffin Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15210 


P.S, Kim Yale is doing a fine job. Her 
influence on the flow of the book is 
quite favorable. 


Dear Editor, 

SUICIDE ‘SQUAD #27 was a fairly 
interesting book. I didn’t expect to see 
the Force of July pop up in any book 
that wasn’t written by Mike Barr. 
And I must say I was genuinely 
stunned to see three members of the 
Force apparently take the trip to the 
big flag factory in the sky. Abraham 
Lincoln Carlyle won't be missed. 
Mayflower's dying was a surprise. 
And even though I spent two years of 
OUTSIDERS stories hoping Sparkler 
would get a spanking, you couldn't 
help feeling a little sorry for him. 
Being killed by Dr. Light isn't exactly 
a good way to die. Hey, what will the 
neighbors think? It also takes away 
the temptation to regard Mr. Arthur 
Light solely as a clown. There's 
always a chance he might get off a 
nek shot. 

‘The Snyder-Marcos art is alittletoo 
grim looking, specializing only in 
dark colors. A thought occurs to me. 
When Mike Barr created the Force of 
July, it was his way of sticking it to 
right-wingers and to express his own 
opinion that “government-ap- 
proved” super-heroes will never be as 
good as the real thing because the 
very fact that they do work for the 
government doesn’t allow them to 
have as much of a conscience and a 
free will as “outside” heroes. And 
after seeing Force of July, Check- 
mate, Suicide Squad and all theothers 
tearing at each other over false tips, 
barely viable sources, or just because 
somebody with a security. pass says 
so—you know Barr was right. 
Charies D. Brown 
39 Stockton Street 
Brentwood, NY 11717 


Bear Bob, 

Although I feel you segued too 
quickly into the second chapter, the 
fast-paced story proved effective 
nevertheless, becoming one of the 
more effective Squad missions in 
recent memory. 

T do feel that this storyline began 
without enough set-up, making the 
characters’ motivations question- 
able. Yet, it was good to see Bronze 
‘Tiger question a steadfast loyalty to 
Amanda Waller. Much as with Oliver 
North, following orders is often not in 
the best interests of the parties. There 


SE 
appears to be much subterfuge and 
intrigue, necessary in spy inthe 
crossover, more of which Ihopeto see. 
I simply ‘wonder if after all of thia ie 
over, will anyone be able to trust any- 
one else? Deception runs deep, and 
will ei hbanid peat ar 
becomes a 


The Squad is on rhigets move again, 
conquering new territory. I think The 
Janus Directive lives up to its 
promise. In any case, it will finally 
resolve questions about overlapping 
government agencies. 

Mark Lucas 


66 Cleary Court #902 
‘San Prancisco, CA 94109 
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Dear Bob, John, Kim, etc., 
Now that I've seen two issues’ 


ppearance of certain characters. 
But if this is the style he's comfort- 
able with, so be it, as long as the book 


remains entertaining. 

About The Janus Directive-the best 
‘script in the series so far is this issue, 
#28. The story is moving along rather 
nicely, thank you, but [dohaveacom- 
plaint or two. Since when does Kobra 
have ninjas in his employ? He was 
better off when he didn't try to speak 
with a forked tongue and:had his 
henchmen garbed in outfits resem- 
bling his own. Youmight sayhe’slost 
his bite. Lois Lane isn't going about 
this the right way. Recklessness isn't 
her style. To compensate, have her go 
undercover to get the story she so 
desperately wants. Shouldn't bemuch 
longer before everybody gangs up or: 


I think it's about time King Fara- 
day showed up here. He could've 
turned up during.the Senator Cray 
‘mess, but now that he’s here, [havea 

suggestion: have him become a sort of 
liaison for the Suicide Squad, turning 
them into an official, government- 
sanctioned unit. The possibilities are, 

endless. 


of course, 

Jacob Gilbert 
118 4th Street Apt. 1 
Troy, NY 12180 
‘The \Squad always has been a 
Rovernment-sanctioned unitand now 
they're publicly known so there's not 
much more to do there. Faraday will 
be-popping up from time to time and 
Mike Carlin over ct NEW TITANS 
hase plan for Mr. Faraday aswell. As 
for the Black Adders, while John, 
Kim, and Paul wanted to take Kobra 
back to the basics (and ignore Strike- 
force Kobra) they also wanted to beef 
up his followers—hence the birth of 

the Adders. 


ley, Bob, 

SUICIDE SQUAD #28 was ex- 
cellent, as per usual, bat I actually 
missed not seeing Punch and Jewelee 
this time around. 


No plans for Jonathan Crane to 
turn up here, but look for him scaring 
the tar out of Captain Atom and a 

pointy-eared guest star in CAPTAIN 
ATOM #33, and a Who's Who Update 
on himin DETECTIVE ANNUAL #2, 
now on sale. 


Dear Bob, 

I was amazed at how much story 
was beautifully handled in only a 
mere 22 pages of issue #27. Not only 
was The Janus Directive kicked in 
high gear, the subplot about Lashina 
was continued. 

I thought the decision on page 7 of 
which Squad member would go 
against which member of the Force of 
July was too neat. Sure enough, no 
tune took ogf the oppocentateiasea te 
him. And if asked before this issue 
which members would kill, I would 
never have guessed Shade and Dr. 
Light. 

Punch and Jewelee have turned out 
to be good additions to the book. Not 
only do they keep up humorous 
moments, they have proven formida- 
ble pees ‘a fight. Do they have any 
other surprises besides the laser 
bursts? 

In SS #28, it appears the non-Squhd 
members were as much the stars of 

regular charac- 


and Peacemaker were 

done. It was also nice to have Night- 
shade in these pages again. 

As yet, [haven't a clue as to how 

this saga will end. 

Melissa Page 

236 New Salem Loop 

Nortonville, KY 42442 
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development on. part. 

know there has been quite a Bie bt 
she always confuses me. One minute 
she is straightening out her 
daughter's marriage and the next, 


she’s having killed-and not 
giving it a second thought. 

Donnie Matthews 

Route 2 Box 614 

Ararat, VA 24053 


As you have seen in the last two 
issues, we've done some moreexplora- 
tion of Amanda’s character and 
events next month will show another 
side entirely. Also, Peacemaker is as- 
signed over with Checkmate, so go 
look at that title for more of Mr. Smith. 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 
We've just arrived on Apokolips and 
determine 


